








5. What does this story tell you about the community? What do the illustrations tell you?

6. Determine the central message or themes of “The Field”.

7. How can you personally relate to the theme?

8. In small groups, go back to the story and write about how the story depicts universal 
themes of teamwork, leadership, diversity and acceptance.

9. Baptiste Paul says, “In life, things rarely happen as we plan, but the way we keep play-
ing through challenges makes us who we are.” Do you think this is true? Explain a time 
that you overcame a challenge that made you a stronger person.

10. How important are the illustrations in this story? Choose a part of the story where the 
illustrations were realistic and write about the details.

11. Using the book, write the literal meaning for the following words and phrases as they 
are used in the story.

 ! I’m open!
 ! Shoo!
 ! Sky falls.
 ! Sun hides.
 ! I’m good.
 ! Sun peeks.
 ! GOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOAL!
 ! Mamas press their lips.
 ! Mud caked kids.
 ! We hide our smiles.
 ! Futbol
 ! Until the field calls us again.

Fun with words

12. Using colored pencils, draw examples of how the author brought words to life using 
the size, font, repetition and punctuation marks in the story. Explain.

13. Write and illustrate a free verse poem using poetic voice and form  about a sport or 
game.
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14.	Go on a verb hunt. Find as many action words as you can.

15.	Choose a sport. Write action words that describe the sport.

16.	Think about playing or watching your favorite sport. Use imagery- language that  
appeals to the senses to describe it. 

!! What does it feel like?
!! What does it sound like?
!! What does it taste like?
!! What does it smell like?

Making Connections

Research St Lucia, the birth place of Baptiste Paul. Plan, design and create a travel brochure.

Research the game of “futbol”/soccer. Create a PowerPoint presentation on the world’s 
most popular sport.
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