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“ The fairy-tale life of Hans Christian Andersen has always fascinated me. A poor
little boy believes in his dreams. . . . Sometimes fairy tales can come true ! ”
Heinz Janisch

“ This book is a wonderful homage to all that is
playful and imaginative. It was a great privilege
for me to illustrate. ”
Maja Kastelic

The Story Begins !

Heinz Janisch
Maja Kastelic
Hans Christian Andersen
The Journey of His Life
Hardcover
48 pages
$18.95 US
Trim: 8.5" × 11"
On Sale : September 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4388-2

Heinz Janisch
was born in Güssing, Austria, and
studied German literature in Vienna.
He has published numerous books,
which have been translated into
several languages. He was nominated
for the 2009 Lindgren Memorial
Award and had been nominated for
the 2010 Hans Christian Andersen
Award. In 2008 he received the
Austrian Picture Book Award.
Heinz Janisch lives with his family
in Vienna and in Burgenland.
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Once Upon a Time . . .

New Picture Books

Maja Kastelic
was born in Slovenia, where she
studied painting, philosophy, and
the theory of visual arts. She worked
for several years as a retouching artist restoring frescos before starting
her career in children’s publishing.
Maja has received a White Ravens
Award and and her works have been
selected for the Bologna Illustrators
Exhibition.
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“ If you like, I’ll tell you the story of a boy who learned to fly. ”
Through an enchanted conversation with a young girl in a horsedrawn coach, Hans Christian Andersen shares his life’s struggles,
dreams, and triumphs—whose threads can be found woven into his
greatest stories. He tells her about the “ fairy tale of his life ” and how
the son of a shoemaker became a celebrated writer.
Heinz Janisch paints a sensitive portrait of Andersen and his literary
work. Maja Kastelic has developed a well-suited illustration concept
for this story that combines the sumptuous art of a picture book with
elements of a graphic novel. Thus, for the first time, H. C. Andersen’s
life and work become a fascinating collage in picture book form.

“In this smoothly translated blend of
biography and storytelling, Janisch
uses Andersen’s own metaphor: The

A moving, inventive story about the life of Hans Christian Andersen.

Danish writer called his memoir
‘The Fairy Tale of My Life’. . . . A very
Possibly the first picture book biography
of Hans Christian Andersen

special fairy story, indeed. ”
Kirkus Reviews

Beautifully and imaginatively told
and illustrated, this story succeeds
on multiple levels
“ An invitation to the literary world of the narrator Hans Christian Andersen,
sensitive in picture and sound. A work of art for young and old ! ”
Jury statement picture book of the month March, German Academy for Children's and Youth Literature

Our Andersen display
for your marketing
campaign !
Format 13" × 25.5"

Get ready for Slovenia in 2021 ! Guest of
Honor at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair

Next to meticulous research, studies, and experiments
with color and technology, a certain amount of
“ playing ” is necessary for the illustrations to emerge.
Figures and things come into the picture that were not
planned but that literally awaken a child’s joy when
looking at them, such as the tiny eyes in the flowers
pictured in the Thumbelina scenes or the traveling

“ To me the story seemed very
rich and also quite complex. ”
Our editor, Andrea, vistited Maja in her studio to learn
more about her work and creative process. Maja’s
studio contains a lavishly designed wall full of notes,
sketches, and curios. Her studio also includes a remarkable picture book library filled with both samples of
Slovenian illustration art and internationally known
illustrators who are pushing creative boundaries,
such as Jon Klassen, Catarina Sobral, Isabelle Arsenault,
Peter Sís, Kitty Crowther, and many more.

Maja Kastelic
Sometimes she cannot control the creative process
and finds herself carried away by it, submerged and
unavailable for a while, even to her editor.

“ Dober dan ! ( good day ! ) ” Slovenian illustrator Maja
Kastalic greets you at her door. Together with author
Heinz Janisch, Kastelic has created a book that breaks
boundaries of genre, past and present, reality and
fantasy with Hans Christian Andersen : The Journey
of His Life. The book is simply alive with her extraordinary illustrations.

For Maja, the creative process is important, and there
are no shortcuts or fast lanes. Everything is part of it :
technical questions, discoveries, doubts, setbacks,
and new approaches . . . and it must all be perfected
until she is satisfied with the result.

“ I first had to do a lot of historical
research, then slowly put together
the layout of the book. I also did a
dummy book to feel the rhythm of
the pages and spans of the scenes. ”

Mixing Colors

Mixing Colors
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Mixing Colors with
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Andersen who casts a shadow that looks like a pair of
wings. It takes the viewer a second or third look to see
these subtleties. Some others are more obvious with
illustrations that are full of exuberant details, such as
the scene from The Emperor's New Clothes.

“ This is a story about the courage to
follow one’s dream and a beautiful
tribute to playfulness and imagination. ”
The character of Maja’s illustrations is strong and
delicate at the same time. Strong in the sense of a
balanced composition and delicate because the
figures seem light as a feather in the picture. A truly
extraordinary combination, which make this book so
special. We wholeheartedly agree with Maja when
she says, “ I honestly hope you will find Andersen's life
as inspiring and moving as I did. ”

Hans Christian Andersen
Bernadette Watts
The Little Mermaid
Hardcover
48 pages
$17.95 US
Trim: 8.5" × 11"
On Sale : September 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4419-3

Hans Christian Andersen
was born in Odense, Denmark, and
is famous for his collection of fairy
tales. The Little Mermaid is one of
his best-known works, alongside
The Princess and the Pea and The
Emperor’s New Clothes. By the time
he died in Copenhagen in 1875,
Hans Christian Andersen was a
world-renowned artist.

Bernadette Watts ,
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Love, Longing, and Loss

known throughout Europe simply
as Bernadette, was born in
Northampton, England. She
studied Illustration and Art at the
Maidstone College of Art in Kent.
Since 1968 she has worked as a
freelance illustrator and has
translated many fairy tales by the
Brothers Grimm and Hans Christian
Andersen in her inimitable style
for NordSüd and NorthSouth Books.
Bernadette has one son and lives
in Kent, UK.
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For the little mermaid, there is only one way to win the
prince’s heart and gain an immortal soul: she must agree
to the sea witch’s terrible deal, and give up her voice and
her tail in return for a pair of legs. But will her dream
come true ?
Having illustrated countless fairy tales and stories over
the last fifty years, Bernadette Watts now brings to life
the world-famous fairy tale by Hans Christian Andersen,
her color-drenched pictures immersing the reader in the
magical world beneath the sea.

Famous H. C. Andersen tale newly
illustrated by Bernadette Watts

Marcus Pfister
Merry Christmas,
Rainbow Fish
Board book
12 pages
$9.95 US
Trim: 6.25" × 6.25"
On Sale : September 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4429-2

Marcus Pfister
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Share
the Sparkle

New Picture Books

was born in Bern, Switzerland. After
studying at the Art School of Bern,
he apprenticed as a graphic designer
and worked in an advertising agency
before becoming self-employed in
1984. His debut picture book, The
Sleepy Owl, was published by
NorthSouth Books in 1986, but his
big breakthrough came six years
later with The Rainbow Fish. Today
Marcus has illustrated over fifty
books, which have been translated
into more than fifty languages and
received countless international
awards. He lives with his wife,
Debora, and his children in Bern.
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The Rainbow Fish is celebrating Christmas with his friends.
Every time the fish bring joy to one another, the underwater
world shimmers magically. The fish have remembered
everyone : the sick striped fish, the octopus sitting alone in
his cave, and the sweet family of sea horses.
With this delightful little story, Marcus Pfister conveys the
true meaning of Christmas : the joy of being there for others.

The first holiday-themed Rainbow Fish book !
Original story in board book format
Don’t miss the other
8 adventures of the
Rainbow Fish and
his friends

Sparkle, sparkle, sparkle . . .
on the cover and the interiors.
A supersparkly holiday gift !
More than 40 million copies in print
worldwide!

New Picture Books

Don’t Be a Turkey !
Turkey is bored! She can’t find anyone to be friends with on the
farm—Hen is too busy with her chicks, Rooster crows too loud, and
who could be friends with Goat, who has a beard and horns?
But when Turkey ventures off the farm to find a friend, she meets
someone who would love to be her companion: sly, hungry Fox.
Will her farm friends save her?
Valeri Gorbachev’s indelible sense of humor and heart make this
a wonderful book for the whole family!

A brand-new story from authorillustrator Valeri Gorbachev
Perfect for autumn-themed and
Thanksgiving promotions

Valeri Gorbachev
is the author and illustrator of a
number of children’s books, both in
the United States and Europe,
including Chicken, Chickens Go to
School and Little Bunny’s Sleepless
Night. Originally from the Ukraine,
Valeri now lives in Brooklyn, New York.
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Valeri Gorbachev
There Was a Turkey
on the Farm
Hardcover
40 pages
$18.95 US
Trim: 8.5" × 11"
On Sale : September 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4425-4

“ Vibrant, layered illustrations in lush woodland colors ”

When Imaginations
When city mouse Leo visits his friend Zoe in the countryside for
the first time, he meets a giant monster ! With horns, a whipping tail,
and a roar that shakes the earth. . . . But the more Leo describes it,
Zoe thinks it sounds just like Berta, the sweet-tempered cow in the
meadow. . . .
Best-selling author Marcus Pfister skillfully weaves a hilarious story
of mystery, suspense, and just a hint of scariness.

A hilarious new book from the author of the best-selling
Rainbow Fish series !
Things aren’t always what they seem in this humorous
story about facing the unknown

Marcus Pfister
was born in Bern, Switzerland.
His 1992 title, The Rainbow Fish,
took the best seller lists by storm.
To date, more than 30 million copies
have been sold worldwide, in
different formats, appearing in over
fifty different languages. During its
25th anniversary in 2017 Rainbow
Fish landed in the number one spot
of PW’s Bestseller List and continues
to charm its audience. Marcus Pfister
has published more than forty titles
with NorthSouth Books. In his studio
overlooking the Swiss capital,
Marcus Pfister continues to create
new characters and stories.

Run Wild
Marcus Pfister
Leo’s Monster
Hardcover
32 pages
$17.95 US
Trim: 11" × 8.5"
On Sale : May 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4417-9

New Picture Books

Kirkus Reviews on Who Stole the Hazelnuts ?
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Heike Conradi
Maja Dusíková
The Little Bell That
Wouldn’t Ring
Hardcover
32 pages
$17.95 US
Trim: 8.5" × 11"
On Sale : October 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4386-8

Heike Conradi
was born in 1964. Teaching at
a music school and several
nursery schools, she meets
lots of imaginative musical
children every week who—
whether happy or sad, lively
or calm, timid or fearless—
all love stories. She lives with
her husband in Lower Saxony.
Her son is studying in Zurich.

Maja Dusíková
New Picture Books

Let the Bell Ring Out
for Christmas

was born in Slovakia. She studied
art in Bratislava and finished
her studies as a graphic designer
and book illustrator. She has
attended many book exhibitions
worldwide and illustrated more
than forty books. She lives in Italy
with her pet rabbit, Cici.
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It will soon be Christmas! High up in a church steeple,
three bells are practicing their chimes for Christmas
Eve. But the newest and littlest bell in the steeple
doesn’t make a sound. What is wrong with the little
bell? Felidia the Dove is on the case. A warmhearted
story about the essence and meaning of Christmas.

Gorgeous illustrations from Maja Dusíková
A perfect title for the Christmas season

“  The story captures the curiosity and courage
of a woman who finally followed her dream. ”

Ida’s Journey
Ida has a mind of her own. Although she lives at a time when girls are
expected to be mothers and housewives, Ida dreams of being an explorer
and going on expeditions. She bravely sets off on her first trip around
the world, discovering faraway lands and meeting friendly people
along the way.
With expressive colors, dynamic shapes, and a simple but evocative text,
Linda Schwalbe’s debut picture book is a joyful tribute to Ida Pfeiffer —
one of the first female explorers to travel around the world.

Fantastic nonfiction
The story of a remarkable woman
Illustrated by a talented newcomer

Linda Schwalbe
studied illustration at the Burg
Giebichenstein University of Art and
Design Halle and at the Berlin
University of the Arts. Inspired by
discoveries and adventures, music
and nature, she is happiest painting
with acrylics. Ida and the World
Beyond Mount Kaiserzipf is Linda
Schwalbe’s first picture book. She
lives and works in Leipzig, Germany.

into the Unknown
Linda Schwalbe
Ida and the World
Beyond Mount
Kaiserzipf
Hardcover
64 pages
$18.95 US
Trim: 9.5" × 12.25"
On Sale : September 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4420-9

New Picture Books

Kirkus Reviews
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Just Hanging Around
The lemons on the tree are finally ripe, and there is great excitement.
Only one of the little lemons is still green. Little Toni has a mind of his
own. The view from the lemon tree is enough for him. Who wants to go
out into the big wild world ? But soon Toni is the only lemon left hanging
on the tree. Will he take a risk and jump ? Toni finally lets go, and his
courage is rewarded.
Nele Brönner tells a humorous story about maturity and growing up,
bringing her distinctive style to the charming pictures of Lemon Child.

“  Vivid, multidirectional, and abundant, the cheerful
clash of colors captures the teeming life and sound
inside the animal enclosure. ”
Kirkus Reviews on The Tiger Egg

Tangy story about growing up
Lemon of the year
Amusing and deep

Nele Brönner
was born in Marburg/Lahn and lives
in Berlin, where she works as an
illustrator, a freelance artist, and a
cartoonist. She studied visual communication at the Berlin University
of the Arts, the Politecnico di Milano,
and the Accademia di Brera. In 2015
she won the Serafina Young Talent
Award in Illustration. In 2019 one of
her titles was selected as one of the
25 most beautiful German books by
Stiftung Buchkunst.
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Nele Brönner
Lemon Child
Hardcover
32 pages
$17.95 US
Trim: 8.5" × 11"
On Sale : May 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4418-6

New Picture Books

Happy Birthday !
Today is old Lisette’s birthday. While she is away in the village, Bello the dog
proposes to the other farm animals that they organize a birthday party. The
cats bake a cake, the chickens lay an extra ration of eggs, the goat picks flowers for the birthday table, and the rabbits buy seventy-six candles. Upon her return, Lisette is surprised by the festively decked-out table. After dinner the animals enact a play and have a party at the pond. The big surprise comes from
the cats, Mauli and Ruli, though when they proudly present five little kittens to
Lisette. And one of them is beloved Pitschi.

A Swiss classic!

Hans Fischer
born in Bern, Switzerland, was a
Swiss artist, author, and illustrator
of children’s books. His fabulous
creatures, always drawn with
scientific precision, have enriched
the imaginations of countless
generations of children. He also
wrote and illustrated the
international best seller Pitschi,
about the little cat that always
wants to be something else.
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Hans Fischer
The Birthday
Hardcover
40 pages
$14.95 US
Trim: 9.5" × 7"
On Sale : September 2020
ISBN : 978-3-314-10515-9

“ It’s a tale of friendship and kindness, with just the
right amount of mischief involved. ”
Foreword Magazine

“ Rogenmoser draws with a light relaxed
style, capturing true-to-life detail whilst
retaining a childlike playfulness. ”

New Picture Books

Ruth Rousselange, Eselsohr on Gotthard

Alpine Eccentricities
What is the significance of Alpine fires?
What is a Pfingstblüttler? Where are you likely to meet
Tschäggätta? Switzerland is steeped in thriving traditions,
some joyous and colorful, others somewhat strange and
unusual. These customs are presented in vivid detail in this
fascinating family book. Cultural historian Barbara Piatti
describes the festivals and customs throughout the year in
all four regions of Switzerland, delving into their origins,
their peculiarities, and how they have changed over time.
Yvonne Rogenmoser brings these Swiss customs to life
with her fresh colored-pencil illustrations.

Barbara Piatti
was born in 1973 and has a doctorate
in German and cultural history. She
held academic positions at
various institutions, including
ETH Zurich and Sandford
University, before setting up
her own company for cultural
projects in 2013. For many
years she has been dedicated
to Swiss cultural history and
has published several books on
the subject, most recently
From Casanova to Churchill,
Famous Travellers on their
Journey through Switzerland.

Yvonne Rogenmoser
Discover Swiss rites and traditions

was born in 1977 and trained
as a scientific artist, specializing
in the transfer of knowledge
through images. As a designer she
is interested in anything that
can be painted, illustrated, or
composed. Her work ranges from
cookbooks to maps, and she
divides her time between the
city of Zurich and the village of
Versam in the Swiss Alps.
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Barbara Piatti
Yvonne Rogenmoser
Festivals & Traditions
in Switzerland
Half-linen-bound
Hardcover
96 pages
$30.00 US
Trim: 8.5" × 11"
On Sale : October 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4416-2

Hans de Beer
Little Polar Bear
Where Are You Going, Lars?
Bilingual Editions
Trade Paperback
32 pages
$9.95 US
Trim: 8.5" × 10.15"
On Sale: September 2020

How Slow Can You Go?
Bernadette Watts
The Tortoise and
the Hare

The Original Adventure . . .
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Wonderful Rashin!

German / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4433-9
French / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4434-6

Rashin Kheiriyeh
Rumi
Two Parrots

Italian / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4435-3

Paperback
32 pages
$8.95 US
Trim: 11" × 8.5"
On Sale : September 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4426-1

Spanish / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4436-0
Arabic / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4437-7
Chinese / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4438-4
Korean / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4439-1

Rashin Kheiriyeh
There Was an Old Lady
Who Swallowed a Fly
Paperback
32 pages
$8.95 US
Trim: 11" × 8.5"
On Sale : May 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4193-2

Japanese / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4440-7
Russian / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4441-4
Vietnamese / English
ISBN: 978-0-7358-4442-1

The beloved picture book Little Polar Bear—now
available in bilingual editions! For more than thirty
years Little Polar Bear has enchanted children and
grown-ups around the world.
NorthSouth Books is proud to partner with bi:libri
in a new line of multilingual children’s books.
On the heels of our bilingual Rainbow Fish editions
comes Little Polar Bear: Where Are You Going, Lars?
(paperback), available in ten languages. Our program
focuses on unique titles that address universal themes
such as friendship, tolerance, and finding courage—
bringing great stories and second-language learning
fun to children all around the world.

Paperbacks

Paperbacks

Paperback
32 pages
$8.95 US
Trim: 8.5" × 11"
On Sale : May 2020
ISBN : 978-0-7358-4413-1
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Hans Christian Andersen. As an artwork collection, it
mirrors surreal painters like Leonora Carrington.
But as a contemporary catalog Binette Schroeder’s
Well of Stories stands on its own merits.”
New York Journal of Books
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