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What are you up to in here, Ludwig ? 
Who are you talking to ?

A rhinoceros.

A rhinoceros ? There’s no rhinoceros in here.  
That‘s just your imagination.

Right behind you.
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I don’t see any rhinoceroses !

 In the dresser. 
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There’s no rhinoceros in here ! Under the bed. 
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Quit pulling my leg ! Now it’s sitting under the desk. 

There’s no rhinoceros in here, Ludwig.  
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Ludwig, this room is much too small for a rhinoceros.  
Rhinoceroses are at least six feet long. 

There are little rhinoceroses, too. 
There is neither a big rhinoceros  
nor a little rhinoceros in this room.  
I’ve checked everywhere.  
Only the zoo has rhinoceroses. 

Then prove it !
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I don’t see a rhinoceros.  
That means there is no rhinoceros here !
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Do you see the moon ? 

I can’t see it from here.  
The moon is still on the other side.

© N
ort

hS
ou

th 
Boo

ks



Is the moon there ?

Of course the m
oon is there.  

W
hat kind of question is that, Ludwig ?

But you can’t see it.

That’s right. I can’t see it from here.
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So how do you know it’s there, then ?

I’ve seen the moon a thousand times before, 
and so I know that it’s there today, too.
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Can you prove that the moon  
is there today ?

I can’t prove it, but I know it.  
And that’s how I also know  
that there’s no rhinoceros here,  
because I’ve never seen a rhinoceros 
here before. There’s never been  
a rhinoceros here and there never 
will be a rhinoceros here !

But you can’t prove it.

I can’t prove it.

You see, I’m not lying.
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Oh Ludwig, what are we  
going to do with you ?

I know what I’m going to do.  
I’m going to be a philosopher.
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Good night, Ludwig.
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Good night, rhinoceros !

GOOD NIGHT, 
LUDWIG !
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I SPY WITH MY  
LITTLE EYE 

Ludwig wants to be a philosopher. Now, I’m sure 
you’re asking yourself : What is a philosopher,  
and what does a philosopher do ? 
 
A philosopher is a curious person like Ludwig,  
who wants to get to the bottom of everything  
and likes to ask one question after another.  
Philosophers want to understand why our world  
is the way it is and not some other way, why we  
humans are the way we are, what the meaning of 
our lives is, and much more. For a philosopher,  
thinking is an adventure — you start thinking about, 
for example, a rhinoceros, and you end up thinking  
about the moon. 

It just so happens that there really was a Ludwig 
once, who did become a world-famous philosopher. 
His full name was Ludwig Wittgenstein. He grew up  
in Austria and went to study in England, and in his 
philosophy he thought a lot about language —  
how we use it, how exact and inexact it is, and  
what makes a true statement different from a  
false statement.

One day, Ludwig Wittgenstein and his professor, 
Bertrand Russell, got into an argument about  
a rhinoceros. Ludwig claimed that you couldn’t  
prove that there was NOT a rhinoceros in the room. 
His teacher couldn’t believe it. He looked all over  
the room and couldn’t find any rhinoceros anywhere. 
But that wasn’t enough proof for Ludwig. You can’t 
say with absolute certainty that there is NO rhinoceros 
in the room, even if you’ve searched every nook  
and cranny, that was his argument. Because even if 
you don’t see something, it can still be there.  
Just like the moon — it likes to play hide-and-seek 
sometimes, too. 

Now of course, only I know if I was really in the room 
or not. And I’m not telling. But if you feel like doing a 
little philosophizing, then go ahead and give it a try.  
Because of course the argument between Ludwig 
Wittgenstein and Bertrand Russell wasn’t really 
about me, it was about the question of whether you 
can prove that something ISN’T there, and if so, how ? 
It turns out that’s a lot harder than proving that  
something IS there.

Is it even possible to prove that something  
ISN’T there ? What do you think ?
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Can you guess how many colors were used to print this book ?
The answer is three ! Three luminous special colors, which mix when  
printed on top of each other. In this way, three colors become seven colors. 
The illustrations are also a mixture of three different techniques.  
We combined analogue drawings on paper, digital drawings on the  
computer, and printed graphics throughout. 
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“ It simply cannot be proven that there is  
NOT a rhinoceros in the room. ”
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“ There’s a rhinoceros in my room ! ” 
claims Ludwig. His father doesn’t 
think so. There CANNOT be a  
rhinoceros in Ludwig’s room, it’s 
much too small for a rhinoceros.  
But Ludwig shows his father that  
something can be there even if you 
can’t see it. 
A humorous bedtime story for  
budding philosophers.
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