
A Chest Full of Words  
Supplemental Materials 
Activities for children grades K – 5 

A Chest Full of Words by Rebecca Gugger and Simon Röthlisberger,

translated from German by Tim Mohr

talkative

gaudy

crystal-clear

comical

brave
endearingglad

attentive

alarmed

dapper

fuchsia

bu
r

s
tin

g

s
or

r
ow

ful

punctual

migh

t
y

br
e

a
t

h
t

a
k

in
g

vocal

f
la

w
les

s

r
ock

s
t
e
a

dy

in
dif

f
e
r

e
n

t

f
u

ll

e
lu

s
iv

e
h

e
a

r
t

b
r

o
k

e
nliv

e
ly

ar
r

o

w
-
s

w
if

t

JA
M

MERSCHADE

G
LÜ

C
K

S
F

R

Ö
H

LIC
H

INTELLIG
ENT

ToLLKÜHN

GETIGERT
STILLVERLIEBT

LAUTSTARK

STAUBTR
oCK

EN

F

EUR
IG

wEICH
EIS

BIT
TERKALT

KURzBEINIG

LA
N

G
G

Ezo
G

EN

URKoMISCH

TAGTRAUMVERLoREN

S
p

LI
T

T
E
R

F

A
S

ER
NACKT

HALSBR
ECH

E
R

IS
C

H

HERzERwäR
M

E
N

D

EXTRAFEIN
TRAUMVERRÜCKTHAARGENAU

F
U

N
K

E
L
N

A
G

E
L
N

E
U

Ja
m

merschade
intellig

ent

tollkühn

getigert
breathtaking

cute

sorr
ow

ful

weich
r

azor-sharp

hilarious
rocksteady

tagtraumverloren

s
p

li
t

t
e
r

f

a
s

er
nackt

halsbr
ech

e
r

is
c

h

herzerwär
m

e
n

d

eXtrafein
traumverrückthaargenau

grandiose



About the Book

Oscar discovers a magnificent treasure chest. When he opens it, he is disappointed 

at what’s inside: nothing but words. What type of treasure is that?! But when he 

tosses fluorescent into the bushes, a bright yellow hedgehog runs by! Soon Oscar 

has created a featherlight backhoe, a docile crocodile, and a monstrous—oops!—

adorable beetle. Using new words is fun!

Before long Oscar has emptied the chest and is left wordless. He doesn’t know 

where to find more words, until his neighbor Louise gives him some guidance: 

you can find words anytime and anywhere. Oscar begins a new hunt for words 

and learns all sorts of inventive ways to describe the world around him.
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 ACTIVITY 2 

In the book, Oscar turns a hedgehog neon yellow by tossing the word fluorescent at it! 
Can you color in the hedgehog and make him fluorescent too?
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 ACTIVITY 3 

featherlight dog

elusive  crocodile

adorable tree

rocksteady treasure

heartwarming crown

noiseless kitten

bursting cake

moldy hedgehog

mossy birdhouse

slimey beetle

fuschia giraffe

star-bright house

grandiose friend

sky-high penguin

dapper car

gigantic stairs

musty chair

hairy bicycle

charming clock

short-legged bear

Words can make imaginary ideas come to life! Match an adjective (left) with a noun (right) 
to create a slimey crocodile, a fuschia dog, or a hairy bicycle!
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 ACTIVITY 5 

throw
open

stretch

dig

stomp

flick

Throughout the book, Oscar does a lot of actions. With adult supervision, cut out the words. 
Choosing one at random, act out the verb on the card. Can anyone guess which verb you picked?

squish
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 ACTIVITY 6 

hairy
fluorescent

adorable

squishy

bulbous

empty

brand-new
cozy

fuschia

featherlight

With adult supervision, cut out the words. Using tape, attach the adjectives to things around 
the home or classroom that you can describe using those words. Are you able to use them all?

incomplete
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 ACTIVITY 7 

In the book, Oscar uses his senses to discover new words. Can you come up with words 
that describe sensations? Try to find things around you that you can touch, smell, taste, 
hear, and see.

Here are some sense words from the text to get started with!

squishy, slimey, tangy, spongy, fizzy-foamy, ultramarine, moldy, musty, oceanic, vocal

1 What words describe touch?

2 What words describe tastes?

3 What words describe smells?

4 What words describe sights?

5 What words describe sounds?



A
ct

iv
it

y 
G

u
id

e 
A

 C
h

es
t 

Fu
ll

 o
f 

W
o

rd
s 

   
©

 2
02

4 
N

o
rt

h
So

u
th

 B
o

o
ks

 In
c.

 

 A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 8
 

A
 n

ew
 w

o
rd

 f
o

r 
yo

u
:

A
 n

ew
 w

o
rd

 f
o

r 
yo

u
:

A
 n

ew
 w

o
rd

 f
o

r 
yo

u
:

Sh
a

ri
n

g
 w

o
rd

s 
is

 f
u

n
! W

ri
te

 d
o

w
n

 a
 d

if
fe

re
n

t 
w

o
rd

 in
 e

a
ch

 b
o

x 
b

el
o

w
. W

it
h

 a
d

u
lt

 s
u

p
er

vi
si

o
n

, c
u

t 
o

u
t 

th
e 

b
o

xe
s.

 
Sh

a
re

 t
h

o
se

 w
o

rd
s 

w
it

h
 c

la
ss

m
a

te
s,

 f
a

m
il

y,
 o

r 
fr

ie
n

d
s!

A
 n

ew
 w

o
rd

 f
o

r 
yo

u
:



Activity Guide A Chest Full of Words    © 2024 NorthSouth Books Inc.

 ACTIVITY 9 

word detectives

Can you find the word that names the object to the left? 

Circle the word with the correct spelling:

Tshest Chest  Chess Kest

Gown Krown  Crown Kroun

Dagger Digger  Duster Dugger

Ladder Letter Leather Latter

Swoord  Sort  Sword Sward
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 ACTIVITY 10 

         The new word I found is:

And it means:

         The new word I found is:

And it means:

         The new word I found is:

And it means:

Oscar loves to find new words. With help from a grown-up, use a dictionary to find three new words. 
Write down the words and what they mean.  Is one of these words your new favorite? 

1

2

3
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 ACTIVITY 11 

Can you find all the words?

The words are hidden from left to right: up and down, and diagonally.

Der Wortschatz

Quelle: http://suchsel.bastelmaschine.de

Finde die versteckten Wörter
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Word Bank

Clumsy, mossy, overcast, cubed, docile, blabbermouthed, grandiose, joyful, words, treasure, chest


