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Everyone looks, and looks, and

looks. But we don’t find Tic or Toc.
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So I find Aunt Verénica. r,f-" ¢
“Passover is a celebration of . W‘—-ﬂ"’/’

freedom,” I say quietly. “And Tic and ! Ll

Toc were in a cage. It was my idea.” \
“Ay, Dios mio,” she says again. , \

And she calls the family over. \"1_ |




“We wanted Tic and Toc to be free, like Caramelo, Capitan,
Mora, Anastasia, and Terminator,” Ilan says.

“It was so exciting watching them fly away,” I tell the grown-
ups. “But now I remember that an animal that was born in a cage
might not know how to hunt for its own food. Or to protect itself
from other creatures. I'm sorry!”

The grown-ups don’t seem to know what to do. They look at
each other, and I feel worse.

“Ay, Jordanita,” Papa says. “An animal that is not native to
one area may harm the native animals if it gets loose. Remember

what the owner of the pet shop told us when we got our fish?”

“That fighting fish could hurt other fish, so we had
s to be very careful if we wanted to put any other kind of
f_/...-' ' fish in the tank,” I whisper. Now I am crying too.



“Ay, nifios,” Uncle Ariel says. “There are parrots all over in Mendoza.
Tic and Toc should do just fine. But Aunt Veroénica sure will miss them.”

“I will too,” Ilan says. “But won't they love to fly wherever they want?”

“They can make nests in the trees and float on the air!” Benja says.
“But will they miss having someone to feed them, and clean their cage,
and give them Passover cake?”

I still wonder, “Isn’t it better that

they are free like we are?”
“Quizas, amor,” sighs Aunt

Veronica. Then she begins to 4

laugh. And soon we are all

laughing, imagining the 7

adventures of Tic and Toc.
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For breakfast the next day, we eat leftover cake and matzah "
dunked in milk with sugar and cinnamon, while we peek around

the garden in case Tic and Toc come back.

“Ilan, when you come to our house for Passover next year, you
can meet our tropical fish. Maybe we can take them to the pond,”

Benja says.
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“No, hermanito,” I tell him. “Those fish can’t survive in cold water.”
“Then you can just meet them. And we’ll let you feed them and
everything,.
‘Just not cake,” Benja adds. “Because it might not be good for them.”
“Will you find out for sure?” Ilan asks.

“We will!” Benja says.

“And that’s a promise,” I add. Then I scoop

up another bit of cake. Wherever they are, 1

hope Tic and Toc are munching on something

yummy, too.




To my three granddaughters in order of appearance:
Josefina, Deborah and Jordana —A.M.S.

To my father, may this serve as an apology
Jor that time when, like Jordanita,

Ilet his birds fly away —A.R.
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t’s Passover, and Jordanita is going to celebrate

with family in Argentina. Her cousin has pets
everywhere—parrots, puppies, a sneaky cat, and
even two adorable turtles! The night of the holiday,
the kids ask the traditional Passover questions,
then wonder if they apply to pets as well. Soon,
everyone is in for a surprise . . .

A special story about the sweetness of family, the
bonds between people and pets, and the meaning
of freedom.
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